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Dozens of people went out with the Beach Hero guides, Jody and Kayla, 
at World Ocean Day, June 7, at Crescent Beach. On dry land, hundreds of 
people touched and learned about the live hairy hermit crab and sea star 
in the tanks at the Friends of Semiannual Bay booth. Locally-based marine 
artist Rogest showed kids how to paint and donated $340 to the Beach 
Heroes program from sales of his books and postcards.  
 
Many school groups went out to explore the beach in June with our 
knowledgeable inter-tidal interpreters. There are public scheduled walks 
running through June 7 to August 31 at Crescent Bea ch and White 
Rock Pier. Walks for private groups can also be arr anged.  On the 
beach, watch for the orange Beach Hero shirts. 
 
At both beaches, explore sand and 
rocky shoreline habitats. Many 

molluscs live in the sand: heart cockles, varnish clams, and the gaper (aka horse) 
clam that squirts up big peals of water when we step near them. Up at the higher 
rocky shoreline, watch hermit and shore crabs scurry as their rock roof is carefully 
moved. Find out how to identify large, male Dungeness crabs that are legal for 
capture. Learn how to conserve and protect the small –scale world that is right under 
our feet on these beaches. Whole colonies of creatures live under the rocks. Let us 
teach you how to move and replace the rocks so those creatures are left alive.  
Dress for probable wind and wear water shoes or boo ts.   
 

Crescent Beach is a very shallow sand 
bar offering easy access to the eelgrass 
habitat just offshore. Fish eggs are 
clearly visible on eelgrass blades at this 
time of the year and soon many juvenile species will be hatching. Eelgrass 
beds are critical spawning and nursery habitats for herring, lingcod, rockfish, 
salmon and home to Dungeness and Red Rock crabs. Eighty percent of 
commercially important local seafood species are dependent on eelgrass for 
part of their life. The complex and intricate food webs of an eelgrass meadow 
rival the world’s richest farmlands and tropical forests. Boundary Bay 
supports over 333 species, some rare and endangered. Meet at Beecher 
Place at Crescent Beach. 
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Jody & Kayla, the Beach Hero guides 

Artist Rogest shows kids how 
to paint at World Ocean Day 



The White Rock pier offers pilings covered with creatures usually found in deeper water and rockier habitats. Large 
barnacles, purple and orange sea stars and anemones, among others, call the pilings home. White Rock beach also has 
eelgrass but it is under water at all but the lowest tides. Shiner perch and tidepool sculpins dart in the deeper, dredged 
channel at the end of the pier. Meet at White Rock Pier. 
 
The Beach Heroes interpreters will also be on land at the White Rock Farmers Market on selected dates.  The 
booth offers activities for kids of every age from colouring activities to the microscope that reveals many tiny features of 
our beach neighbours. They also offer licensing information, species identification, and will have current Beach Hero walk 
dates. Watch for the ‘Friends of Semiahmoo Bay’ booth. 
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